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way to work with what are now unsupported postulates,
and so raise them to axiomatic rank. Thus whatever
axioms we may at any time employ are, and ever remain
relative to the nature of our desires and our experience,
and so long as changes may occur in either, inexhaustible
possibilities of corresponding developments must be ad-
mitted in the list of our axiomatic principles. An
emotional postulate may become the guiding principle of
a new science, a methodological principle may become
superfluous and be discarded or be superseded by a better,
a primitive desire may die down and cease to nourish a
postulate, nay even a full blown axiom may be conceived
as becoming otiose under changed conditions of experience.
While our empiricism is thus too radical, and our
trust in experience too honest, to permit our theory to
assign to any axiom an absolutely indefeasible status,
we must yet admit that practically the possibility of
modifying them is one that may safely be neglected.
The great axioms or postulates are so ineradicably
intertwined with the roots of our being, have so intim-
ately permeated every nook and cranny of our Weltan-
schauung, have become so ingrained in all our habits of
thought, that we may practically rely on them to stand
fast so long as human thought endures. For apart from
the fact that it would be gratuitous to suppose a revolution
in our experience sufficient to upset them, they are
protected by our laziness. To think always costs an
effort, and the effort of thought required to undo the
structure of mind which has grown up with the ages
would be so gigantic that we should shrink with a
shudder from the very thought thereof. And all for
the sake of what? Merely to show that the mental
order was constructed bit by bit by postulation and
might be constructed otherwise! And would it not be
sheer insanity to upset the authority of the axioms in use
unless we were prepared to substitute others of superior
value? There is therefore in general little prospect of
revolutionary plots against the validity of axioms. The
enterprise would too much resemble an attempt by a coral